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OFF TRACK PETS

NEWS FROM BUFFALO GREYHOUND ADOPTION

Buffalo Greyhound Adoption Walk, Como Park, September 2020

Spring Flower Sale
Spring is around the corner, and
so is our annual flower sale!
The order deadline is May 17 with pick up
in Cheektowaga on May 21 and 22.
Details (selections, prices, pick up address,
etc.) to follow via email in April, so be sure
you’ve signed up for communication from
BGA to receive it.
Sign up here to receive all our email
announcements!

http://eepurl.com/g8X6mn

Garage Sale!
A friend of BGA has graciously volunteered to host
our garage sale on Friday, May 14 and Saturday,
May 15.
This is a successful fundraiser for us, so please
gather and set aside your gently-used items (no
clothing, stuffed animals or electronics). Higher
quality items can be sold through our online
auction. If you don’t have room to keep them, we
can place them in our storage unit.
Contact Carolyn Pillard at (716) 523-7928 about
items you’d like to donate.
We’re very appreciative of anything
you’re able to contribute.
Thank you!
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Volunteer Spotlight:
Kathy Claycomb
It all began in 1999, when one of Kathy’s
neighbors had a greyhound, which piqued
her interest in the breed. He gave her
BGA’s phone number and she submitted an
application right away. BGA didn’t have any
dogs, but she kept following up with them,
anyway. She had a Golden Retriever at the
time and waited for her to pass away
before she adopted her first greyhound.

Kathy Claycomb

Cheetah was a beautiful, black brindle, who wasn’t quite two. He was
afraid of everything and also had separation anxiety, even though
Kathy was home all the time. She felt sorry for him and desperately
wanted to help him, but wasn’t sure how. She was told to get another
greyhound, so she did! Elipse was the most self-assured greyhound,
who wasn’t afraid of anything - she was the complete opposite of
Cheetah and was so successful in boosting his self-confidence, Kathy
was able to take both of them to Meet ‘n Greets. Kathy started to
volunteer right away, first with Meet ‘N Greets at Media Play and the
Galleria Mall. She eventually became Booth Captain at PetSmart, then
Pet Supplies Plus. Within a couple years, she was fostering; she had
three cats and because of this, she was in high demand. (At one time,
Kathy had five greyhounds and three cats.) One volunteering event led
to another and she commenced with home visits and placements. It
was quite an accident Kathy found herself doing phone interviews for
BGA. (She is friends with people in an out-of-state group and was
conducting phone interviews for them.) No one in BGA was completing
interviews, then. The process at the time was, after an application was
received, whoever arranged the home-visit appointment would ask
questions during the visit. There was no consistency to the
information gathering, though, until Kathy started interviewing all
applicants. Now she is our first point of contact and tries to reach
prospective adopters within 24 hours of receiving the completed
application.
Kathy’s favorite part in assisting BGA is doing phone interviews, home
visits and placements. She especially enjoys seeing the process from
the beginning (phone interview) to the end (placement). Thank you,
Kathy, for your many years of volunteering in so many areas of our
organization! At one time, Kathy had three greyhounds who were
therapy dogs (Elipse, Cari, Rosie). She has adopted three returns over
the years (Cari, Minni, Monty) and a total of 11 greyhounds since
becoming involved with BGA. The others are Cheetah, Athena, and
Erin; her current dogs are Schatzie, Freddie and Brandy (a tripod).

Welcome To The Pack!

The BGA family welcomes these
newly-adopted greys!

Lilly (Odessa) Scharmach

Holly (FF Hard Rock) Bayer

Bullet (RCK Silver Bullet) Schreiner

Tanner (Tan To Much) Kubiak
Jax (VJ Andrewjackson) Kubiak

Iselle (WW Iselle) Hersee

Kash (BGR J Heatwave) Haloski

Tom (SH Moxie) Kayani-Walker

Buddy (L Ninja) Ross

Will (PJ Wish List) Schoene

Welcome To The Pack!

The BGA family welcomes these
newly-adopted greys!

Flyer (Flying Absorbine) Borkowski

Tootie (Kiowa Try Tootie) Phillips
Skye (GLS Flyingby) Kuppel

Duke (KB's Drinkin Man) Cascio

River (Sebastian) Tedeschi
Tony (WW Quarter Flash) Thomas

Bartholomew (Big Ben) King
Rick (Turbo Ricky) O'Camb Chatfield

Nick (TMC's Nickotyme) Wasikowski Whalen

The BGA family welcomes these
newly-adopted greys!

Shadow (LN Whiskey Run) Carncross

Jake (Jacek) Kluck

INTERESTED IN ADOPTING
A SENIOR HOUND?

Sheba (Ajn Shebeboss) Wylucki

Please send an email to
buffalogreyhoundinfo@gmail.com for more
info on adopting Oliver.

Luna (PG Impala) Saunders

Oliver, an 11 year old, 80 pound darkbrindle male is looking for his forever
home.
One of his favorite things to do is be
outside - especially to take long walks,
regardless of the weather. He enjoys the
comforts of a soft blanket, his special pillow
and being around people.
He is a typical senior who is happy with
routine and would do best with someone
who works from home or his retired.

Please contact Carolyn Pillard at
716-523-7928
carolynpillard@gmail.com

Cole (Rams Helio) Downing Joslin

Ideal Weight for Greyhounds
The rule of thumb is you should be able to see the outline
of the first 3 ribs, the tips of the hip bones, and a bit of the
spine. Usually, the ideal pet weight is about 3-5 pounds
heavier than the racing weight.
When the greyhound is viewed sideways, there should be
a nice curve (“tuck up”) between the end of the ribs and
the thighs. Allowing your greyhound to become heavier
puts undue strain on the heart and on tendons, ligaments,
and joints, which can lead to more problems with arthritis.
Please remember to include the amount of treats your
greyhound is being fed as part of their daily food intake,
possibly decreasing their morning and evening meal
slightly if they should lose some weight.

Thank You!
Buffalo Greyhound Adoption is supported
through fundraising events and donations/gifts
from individuals, organizations and
businesses. Our adoption fee does not fully
cover the costs associated with preparing a
healthy greyhound for adoption and BGA may
spend thousands of dollars for sick or injured
dogs to get them the special medical attention
they need.
Therefore, we would like to acknowledge the
generous contributions we have recently
received.
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Marcia Cascio
Harland Kayani & Stu Walker

Farewell My Friend

Cassie (Krusen Bye) Cascio
Sutton (U Too Sutton) Chojnacki
Kiowa (Kiowa Purcell) Francis
Steve (Steve Demarco) Frothingham
Chloe (Classy Chloe) Haloski
Kasha (Dinker Doo) Haloski
Shadow (Smokin) Schreiner
Jaxson (PW’s Mucho Vino) Thomas
Stan (Southwest) Wasikowski Whalen
Gypsie (M’s Jax Max) Zawacki

We try hard to be sure we list each
BGA dog who passes, so we
apologize if we are missing any
names.
Please help us keep our newsletter
accurate by sending us an email to
buffalogreyhoundinfo@gmail.com
and providing your dog's
information.

Celebrating Greyhounds
Magazine Now Online
The Greyhound Project and Greyhound
Adoption League of Texas (GALT) are excited to
announce that all back issues are now available
in their entirety online for free.The Greyhound
Project published Celebrating Greyhounds from
1996 through 2017. For 21 years, the magazine
contributed to educating and uniting greyhound
enthusiasts around the world.

http://adopt-a-greyhound.org/cgmagazine

Is a Pet Tracker Like
Whistle a Reliable BackUp for Your Greyhound?
The popularity of pet trackers and GPS devices has been
increasing in recent years, and it seems like a great idea
to have a backup in case your dog accidentally slips past
you and gets out the door. I wondered just how effective
these devices were, so I took to the internet to see how
one of the popular pet-tracker devices, Whistle, works
and stacks up in terms of reliability and cost.
In order to get a well-rounded picture of specifications
and satisfaction with these devices, we read plenty of
reviews, in addition to reviewing Whistle’s website and a
few independent blogs, for good measure. So let’s start
with how it works.
Whistle is a subscription-based GPS-tracking device
designed to attach to a dog’s collar and provides realtime location information. Purchasers pay a one-time
fee for the device, $129.95 for the Whistle Go Explore,
which touts a 20-day battery life and night light. They
then must select a monthly, 1-year or 2-year
subscription. The 2-year plan is the best value at
$6.95/month.
Upon setup, users connect the device to a smartphone
via Bluetooth, after downloading the Whistle app. Whistle
also connects to your WiFi to establish a “Safe Place”
zone. How this works: If your dog is within your WiFi
range, Whistle will not send notifications regarding your
dog’s whereabouts. As soon as your dog exits your WiFi
range wearing the Whistle device, you will receive a
notification on your smartphone so you can start
tracking your pet, using the Whistle app.

The device operates over the AT&T cellular network, but
is compatible with phones which operate through any
service provider. But here’s a deal-breaker: If
you do not get AT&T cell service in your area, the
Whistle tracker is probably not a good idea; it would fail
to emit a signal, or at best, emit a sporadic signal
(neither of which are helpful when looking for a
runaway dog). Additional Whistle app features include
fitness tracking, a food-portion calculator based upon
age, weight, breed and activity level, and health
monitoring which can be sent to your vet via email.
Unfortunately, the online reviews for this product are
quite mixed. Most of the recent reviews on Chewy.com
are negative, one-star ratings. Complaints included lags
in alert times, failure to receive alerts when a dog left
the property, long charge times for the device, and
reports of inaccurate location information. The positive
reviews (although fewer of them) touted reliability and
superior customer service.
It appears most purchasers buy Whistle for its tracking
services, and a common complaint is the health features
are promoted while the tracking capability is lacking.
If you are considering getting a Whistle or any other pet
tracker, first make sure you receive the proper cell
signal at your residence. Next, consider testing it at
home by having your dog wear it while walking on a
leash outside of your pre-designated Safe Place/WiFi
zone. Check out the return policy beforehand, because
if it doesn’t work out, you may be able to return it.
Whistle does offer a 90-day risk-free policy.
We all want the best for our dogs, and peace of mind
regarding their safety. If you have an escape artist on
your hands, this might be worth looking into. Just
be willing to do a little research and testing.
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Lottery Ticket Fundraiser
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Thank you, to everyone who bought lottery tickets for the
fundraiser in January. The next one is in May and tickets
can be purchased starting April 1.
Tickets are $5 each, have numbers on them and are for the
specific month. You win $25 if one of your 2 numbers are
drawn in the evening on a weekday. If one of your 2 numbers
are drawn in the evening on a weekend, you win $50. Checks
to the winners are sent twice per month – after the first two
weeks and after the month ends. Tickets are mailed 3-4
weeks preceding the drawing.
Contact Dave Heckmiller at 341-3094 or 941-5060,
theheckmillers@aol.com for your tickets.

Be sure to stay up to date with
the latest BGA news and events
by subscribing to our mailing list.
We'll deliver important updates
directly to your inbox!
http://eepurl.com/g8X6mn

