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From the President:

Welcome to our Health Issue!

I hope everyone has been finding ways to enjoy our beautiful
weather! It has been very hot at
times, so we have some tips on
keeping your pets cool and safe
(see page 3).

Ticks have been become more
common outside the summer
months; be sure to learn how to
prevent them, and fleas (The details are on page 6). Parasites are
very problematic and it’s critical
we understand how to prevent

them, as well
(Check out
page 2).

Last but not
least, we have
a dog walk
scheduled
for Sunday,
September
22, starting
BGA President
at Center Park
Connie Caputo
in Lewiston at
11:00. Please join us!

Volunteers Needed at Erie County Fair
The Erie County Fair is by far our largest annual Meet ‘N Greet event
and we rely heavily on many people to fill four, three-hour shifts a day,
over a 10-day time frame. This year the
dates are Wednesday, August 7 through
Sunday, August 18. We’ve placed a number of social greyhounds in the last several years, so if you have one or more of
them, please consider helping, by taking
one or more slots. If you’re interested,
please contact Rob or Eileen Stevic at
rstevic@verizon.net. Be sure to verify your dog’s rabies vaccination is
current, since their certificate must be provided. Thank you!

Next BGA Bubble Bath is October 21

Buffalo Greyhound Adoption’s next Bubble Bath is
set for Sunday, October 20 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. at Camp Bow Wow, 31 North American Drive,
West Seneca, 14224. Cost is just $15 for a full “spa
treatment” including a brushing, bath, nail clipping,
ear cleaning and a bandanna.
For reservations, contact Sue Murzynski at (716)
655-0819 or suehappytails@aol.com.
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De-Worming Medication
It is highly recommended
your greyhound be prescribed a
monthly, year-round de-worming medication, so be sure to
talk to your vet about the best
choice. There are several options available; however, they
don’t all provide the same effectiveness.
When comparing Interceptor
Plus to Advantage Multi as one
example, the Advantage Multi
stays in their system and keeps
treating them all month long,
whereas Interceptor Plus does
not. After a couple months of
continued treatment, the active
ingredient of moxidectin in Advantage Multi reaches “steady
state” levels in your dog’s system and should be very effective
at killing intestinal parasites like
hookworms, roundworms, and
whip worms - the entire month.
Steady state means there is an
effective level of the medication
in the blood constantly, so it
provides continuous de-worming activity. Advantage Multi
also kills more parasites than
Interceptor Plus - specifically
fleas and ear mites, and has
some activity against sarcoptic
mange and demodex mange.
You can see how two medications which treat hookworm, act
differently.
The reason de-worming medication is so critical – many
greyhounds have been repeatedly exposed to hookworm at
the race track and persistent
hookworm has been recognized
as an increasing problem. Since
the beginning of 2019, BGA
has had all foster dogs tested
for parasites. If they are posi-

tive, they receive three doses of
Drontal Plus and three doses of
Advantage Multi, administered
every two weeks, alternating
the medications. They are tested
four weeks after the last dose
was given. If they are positive,
the protocol is repeated. If they
are negative, they should be
placed on a monthly, year-round
de-worming medication to prevent infestation.
Your furry friend can also
become infected when he inadvertently swallows hookworm
larvae, often by grooming its
feet, or from sniffing excrement
or contaminated soil. This is
the reason it is imperative you
pick up your dog’s waste immediately – it prevents eggs from
hatching and tainting soil, which
is important in controlling the
spread of hookworms. It’s impossible to eradicate hookworms
once they get into the ground.
Since hookworms sap a dog’s
blood supply, they cause anemia. Other symptoms include
weight loss, pale gums that
appear grayish instead of reddish-pink, vomiting, bloody
diarrhea and weakness.
Humans can contract hookworm too, while walking
barefoot or when exposed skin
comes in contact with contaminated soil or sand. The larvae
in the contaminated soil or sand
will burrow into the skin and
cause the skin to become irritated in that area.
Parasites are a health issue
which cannot be resolved without medication. Consult with
your vet about viable options.

Summer Pet Care Tips from the SPCA
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Source: yourspca.org

Heat stroke can kill a pet - and
fast. Most pet owners realize
keeping pets in hot cars can
kill them, but not many realize
just how quickly the effects of
heatstroke can set in for a dog
or cat. Heatstroke is a condition
animals begin to suffer gradually, but it accelerates quickly. It’s
easy for early signs of heatstroke to go unrecognized, and
for the pet to be in an emergency situation within minutes.
On warm days, a vehicle acts
like an oven. It holds the heat
inside, and this heat becomes
very intense, even on days
which don’t seem too warm. On
an 85-degree day, for example,
even with the windows open,
the temperature inside a car
can climb to 102 degrees in 10
minutes, and to 120 degrees in
30 minutes. With the humidity
we experience in Buffalo, it may
go even higher. Since a dog’s
normal body temperature is
101to102.5 degrees Fahrenheit,
he can withstand a body temperature of 107 to 108 degrees
for only a very short time before
suffering irreparable brain damage or death.
Typical signs of heatstroke
are:
• Panting
• High body temperature
• Dehydration
• Red mouth or eye membranes
• Rapid, irregular heart rate
• Diarrhea
• Weakness or looking dazed
• Coma
If your pet starts showing any

of these signs, contact a veterinarian immediately.
Don’t force exercise, primarily
after a meal or in hot, humid
weather. Instead, exercise pets
in the cool of the early morning
or evening. Be extra sensitive to
older and overweight animals,
or those prone to heart or respiratory problems. Bring plenty of
water with you on the walk.
Be careful where you walk.
Avoid walking your dog in areas
which you suspect have been
sprayed with insecticides or other chemicals, or have puddles or
spots of auto coolant. The sweet
taste of poisonous liquids, attracts animals and can sicken or
kill them if ingested. Clean any
spills immediately, or consider
using animal-friendly products
to help minimize risks.
Watch what your pets eat and
drink. In July 2012, two family
dogs in North Buffalo died after
eating poisonous mushrooms
(amanita) growing right in their
backyard. Check yards and any
areas pets frequent. If something
looks suspicious, don’t take a
chance. Get rid of it. Leptospirosis is a bacterial infection
spread through the urine of
contaminated animals. The bacteria can get into water (puddles,
ponds, pools, etc.) or soil and
survive there for months. Humans and animals can be infected, so do not let your pet drink,
walk through, or swim in water
which may have been exposed
to infected animals (rodents,
wildlife, infected domestic ani-

mals, and others).
Use caution when making
summer purchases. When
buying lawn and garden products, always read the labels for
ingredients toxic to dogs, cats,
and other animals. Fertilizers,
weed killers, herbicides, pesticides, and other chemicals can
be fatal to your pets. Toss the
toxic products from your garage,
and learn
more about
non-toxic,
pet-friendly
seasonal
items. Snail,
slug, and rat/
mouse baits,
and ant/roach baits and traps are
also hazardous. Metaldehyde,
one of the poisonous ingredients
in many baits, is often very appealing to pets, and metaldehyde
poisoning can cause increased
heart rate, breathing complications, seizures, liver complications, and death. If insect and
nuisance-animal control items
must be purchased, keep them in
locations impossible for pets to
reach.
Keep corn cobs away from
dogs. In August 2013, SPCA
veterinarians removed corn cobs
from the intestines of not one,
but two dogs. Both survived, but
without veterinary treatment, the
results could have been fatal.
Do not use human insect
repellent on pets. These items
are toxic when ingested at high
doses, and dogs and cats may
lick it off and ingest it, potentially resulting in a toxicity.
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Welcome to the Pack!

Koa Oakley (AH’s Tar)
Elliot
Nox (Speed Skater)
Wysocki
Jay (JW Pikachu)
Hanlon

Cooper (AT’s Frednbarney)
Walter

Django (NB’s Stallion) Wuff

Sully (Johnny) Furjanic

Nora (SH Paranormal)
Schaedler

Bart Kowalski

The BGA family welcomes these “lucky 13” newly-adopted greys!

Spotlight on a 26-Year BGA Volunteer
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Meet Susan Ronald
by Connie Caputo, BGA President

how it has allowed us to work
with a number of different groups
and tracks. Susan adopted a greyhound a year later. Bree (Lee’s
Tinker) was two years old and
had raced in Wheeling, WV.

Char (Rebel Clemson)
Greene

Norman (MJT Future)
Miller-Prendergast

Susan Ronald’s first exposure
to greyhounds was at the Buffalo Greyhound Adoption booth
at the Erie County Fair in 1992.
She found it amazing there were
volunteer groups who were so
passionate about finding homes
for retired racers. Susan learned
what a special breed the greyhound is, and in 1993, she joined
BGA. She especially liked the
fact that BGA didn’t choose a
position about racing; we were
neutral then, and have remained
so in our 28 years of existence.
Through the years, she has seen

Farewell
My Friend …

Comet (WW’s go Comet) Bates
Dammit (My Caddie)
Prentice
Not Pictured:
Luis O’Keeffe
Isaac (Fame Bound)
Tirone

Lenny (BTW Lynchpin) Bates
Murphy (JC Toby) Dempsey
Jojo (Sobeit Joe) Ghau
Ray (Radio) Lingle
Kandi (My Retail Girl)
Maciejewski
Crash (Crash the Car) Woods

What Susan enjoys most about
volunteering for BGA is working
with the dogs. She first started
helping at dog washes when
greyhounds arrived in Buffalo
from the tracks. This was when
our group had enough foster
homes to bring in six to 10 dogs
at once, in the BGA van, which
was needed at the time for large
transports. She remembers a trip
where there were almost a dozen
dogs brought back. They would
come from tracks in New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Florida,
Wheeling and mid-western states
like Wisconsin, where the hauler
was met in Erie along with other
rescue organizations. Susan and
other volunteers have transported
from several locations.
Susan then became involved
with bubble bath fundraisers before becoming BGA’s Transport
Coordinator from 2008 to 2013.
In that role, she was instrumental
in getting more dogs from the
Wheeling track. Most recently,
Susan has played a critical role as
host of the wash site where dogs
are first brought upon arriving in
Buffalo - sometimes after very
long rides They are checked for
ticks, have their ears cleaned,
their toenails trimmed, are
bathed, receive their new collar
and leash, and then are sent home
with their foster family to start
the next journey of their life.
Thank you, Susan for all your
time in helping BGA find forever homes for this majestic breed,
over the past 26 years!
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Coming Up: Annual Picnic, Texas Road House Fund Raiser

Mark your calendar for Sunday, September 15! That’s the date of BGA’s Annual Picnic - from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at the Boy Scout Shelter at Como Park, 2220 Como Park Boulevard, Lancaster.
New adopters will receive special gift bags at this year’s picnic! Bring your leashed hound, a dish to
pass and some cash for BGA merchandise, Sue’s Happy Tails’ collars and our basket raffle.
On Monday, October 28 from 4 to 10 p.m., BGA will benefit from a fund-raiser at Texas Roadhouse,
3755 Union Road, Cheektowaga. Find the flyer - which you need to make a donation - in the near future
on our social media sites.

How to Prevent Fleas and Ticks
When it comes to preventing fleas and ticks, BGA recommends
Vectra 3D or similar tick control – a topical treatment which repels
and kills fleas, ticks, mosquitoes, biting and sand flies, lice and mites
(excluding mange mites) to be used monthly, year round.
During the last two years, veterinarians have seen patients with
attached ticks at least once a month. Whenever the temperature warms
up close to 40 degrees, the ticks emerge from hiding (often underground) and go looking for a meal from a host (i.e. your dog or cat).

Monthly BGA
Meet & Greets
First Saturday:

McKinley Mall, Hamburg, 1 to 4 p.m.
Contact suehappytails@aol.com.

Fourth Saturday:

Walden Galleria Mall, Cheektowaga,
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Contact mrmski@msn.com.

