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Off Track Pets

After what seems like a long
and odd-weather winter, which I
think has become our new “normal,” it’s finally spring!
Take a look at our upcoming
events on page 3. We have one
walk scheduled for Friday, May
31 in the village of East Aurora
at 7 p.m. This was a very popular
venue last year; please consider
joining us for this and other Meet
‘n Greets listed. More walks will
be added, so be sure to check out
either our Facebook page (Buffalo Greyhound Adoption) or
our website, for future dates and
locations.
It wouldn’t be spring without
our annual flower sale. Please
check out the enclosed flyer for
information. Both your order and
payment are due Carolyn Pillard
by Monday, May 20, for pickup
on Memorial Day weekend.
After a couple of years without
a garage sale location, we are
excited to have one in Cheektowaga the weekend of May 17 and
18. Please see the article on page
2 about items you can donate and
how to get them to us.
Our next Bubble Bath is on
Sunday, June 30. Please see page
5 for details on how to make an
appointment.
See page 3 for an update on
Amendment 13, which bans

greyhound racing in Florida by
December 31, 2020. What is so
ironic - the initial outcome is not
what anyone
would have
guessed. As a
result, we are
now working
with several
sources to
obtain greyhounds for
adoption.
We are also
BGA President
exploring the
Connie Caputo
option of helping find forever homes for Spanish greyhounds (galgos). More
information will follow.
Do you have Pet Emergency
Notification Cards for your wallet and home? There is a template
on page 5 for you to use.
How fascinating would it be to
have the capability to communicate with your current pet(s) or
one which has passed? Charlotte
Emerling can do this for you. See
page 2 on how, and send your
list of burning questions to her.
She has been in touch with all
kinds of animals, including many
greyhounds.
I hope to see you at an event!
Connie Caputo
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Animal Communication
About 10 years ago I took a beginner, animal communication
class, where I learned everyone
is born with the capability to
communicate with animals telepathically. However, as we mature, we shut this capability off,
because adults chastise us for
telling stories or making it up.
Therefore, by taking the class,
I wasn't 'learning' how to communicate with animals I was
'reopening the door' to my capability to communicate, which I
had closed a long time ago. To
date, I have interacted only with
domestic animals (dogs - including several greyhounds, cats,
horses, a llama, a pig).
Communicating telepathically
means we don't have to be in the
same room, sitting next to each
other to connect. I have spoken
with animals in other states, other countries and even ones who
have passed on. We communicate by using images, feelings
and words, which means I have
to interpret what they mean.
I’m always amazed at the
information I receive, their
personalities, and how they
perceive us and their roles in our
lives. Animals are amazing beings and I cherish every chance

I get to connect with them. I
have helped people who have
lost their beloved companion
get peace of mind they are okay.
I have helped our four-legged
companions who have lost their
friend/sibling/partner get more
perspective on why they are no
longer with us. I have helped
people understand better why
their furry friend is doing the
things they are doing, how they
feel about their home and the
people they are living with.
It's important to understand I
am not trained medically, so I
cannot diagnose health issues.
I can try to ask the animal what
they are feeling/experiencing
or what they may want, but you
still need to see your vet if your
fur baby isn’t feeling well or has
a medical issue.
To contact me about communicating with your animal companion, please email their name,
age and picture to charlotte.
emerling@live.com with a list
of questions. My rate is $45 for
the consultation and I provide a
written dialogue of our session
together. I'm looking forward to
hearing from you!
- Charlotte Emerling
(716) 491-1735

Garage Sale! Garage Sale!
Buffalo Greyhound Adoption’s next Garage Sale will be a two-day
event on Friday, May 17 and Saturday, May 18. Please gather and set
aside your gently-used items (no clothing, stuffed animals or electronics). If you don’t have room to keep them, we can place them in
our storage unit. Contact any BGA Board member if you would like
to donate. This has always been a successful venture for us, so please
contribute anything you’re able. Thank you!

“Greyt” Events Coming Up!
By Eileen & Rob Stevic, BGA Events Co-Chairs

Now that Spring is here, the
BGA calendar is filled with
“greyt” events to get the word
out on greyhound adoption!
You may have heard that we
will no longer be doing our
monthly Meet & Greet at the
Pet Supplies Plus in Tonawanda
(special thanks to Kathy Claycomb for her support of this
event for several years). However, our appearances at McKinley
Mall and Galleria Mall will
continue each month. And as
the weather gets nicer, there will
be many other events to help
raise money or find potential
adopters. Feel free to stop by at
any of these events to say hi, or
even better, bring your leashed
BGA retired racer to our Meet &
Greets – help to spread the word
about our awesome hounds!
• Friday, May 17 & Saturday, May 18, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.:
Garage Sale: 24 Sandra Drive,
Cheektowaga. We’re looking
for donated items! Call Carolyn
(523-7928) for information.
• April/May: Annual Flower
Sale: Beautiful hanging baskets.
See enclosed flyer. Orders and
payment are due May 20. Pick
up on Memorial Day Weekend.
Call Carolyn (523-7928) for
more information.
• Saturday, May 25, 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m.: Special Meet & Greet
at the Clarence Lion Club’s
Bark in the Park event, Clarence
Town Park, 10405 Main St.,
Clarence.
• Friday, May 31, 7 p.m.:
Dog Walk in East Aurora. Meet
behind Paws in the Pantry, 652

Main Street.
• Friday, June 7, 6:30 to 9
p.m.: Spring Wellness Event,
Maple West School, 851 Maple
Road, Williamsville.
• Saturdays: June 29, August
31 and September 21, 8 a.m. to
1 p.m.: Meet & Greet: Clarence
Farmers’ Market, 10717 Main
Street, Clarence.
• Sunday, June 30: Bubble
Bath: Camp Bow Wow, 31 N.
America Drive, West Seneca.
See page 5 for information.
• Sunday, September 15, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.: Summer Picnic,
Boys Scout Shelter, Como Park,
Lancaster. Bring your leashed
hound and a dish to pass.
Stay tuned for information on
how to sign up for shifts at the
2017 Erie County Fair in Hamburg on Wednesday, August 7
through Sunday, August 18 –
four shifts daily at our table in
the Bazaar Building – providing
exposure for BGA to thousands
of Western New Yorkers at Buffalo’s biggest summer event!
Last but not least, mark your
calendar for our Annual Meat
Raffle on Saturday, November 2
at VFW Leonard Post #6251 on
Walden Avenue, Cheektowaga.
Our hounds will not be at this
event, but you’ll have loads of
fun and lots of chances to fill
your freezer and contribute to a
great cause!!
Be sure to check the Events
calendar on the BGA website
regularly (www.buffalogreyhound.org) to stay up-to-date on
all the exciting BGA events!!
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Amendment 13 Update
Only 2 ½ months after Floridians voted to ban commercial-greyhound racing by December 31, 2020, three of the
state’s 11 tracks have already
exited the business and greyhound-adoption organizations
report they don’t have enough
retired racers for all the people
who’d like them as pets.
Despite concerns before the
election about thousands of
retired greyhounds overwhelming adoption groups, making
it difficult for them to find
homes, so far, the opposite is
true. When Amendment 13 was
proposed, the people who were
breeding dogs, slowed tremendously because their future was
in question. So there aren’t a
lot of new dogs coming into
the system. Dogs which might
have retired because of age, are
racing longer.
Jim Gartland, executive director of the National Greyhound
Association (NGA), confirmed
the slowdown began before the
amendment’s passage, as the
popularity of greyhound racing
waned. The NGA, a membership organization which focuses
on racing, serves as the official
registry of the breed.
“Our breeding and birth reports
are down about 20 percent compared with normal,” Gartland
said. “People had started doing
it from the simple economics of
the business, but once the vote
occurred in Florida, I think it hit
hard and people cut back even
more.”
(Source: Orlando Sentinel, January 30, 2019)
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Welcome to
the Pack

Welcome to these recent
BGA adoptees!

BGA Board Member Spotlight:

Carolyn and Larry Pillard
During a trip to Sarasota, Florida in 1990, Carolyn and Larry
Pillard first saw greyhound races
taking place. A little more than a
year later, they visited the Buffalo Greyhound Adoption booth at
the Erie County Fair.
The rest, you could say, is history.

Aramis (Noah) Brown

Bullet (Wicked Bubblah)
Schoene

Farewell
My Friend …

Lenny (Oshkosh Lennox)
Bates
Dexter (Subzero Sudboy)
Jankowski
Harper (Last Score) Raimondo

The Pillards adopted their first
greyhound, Lacey, in October
1991 – just two months after the
fair. As they recalled their adoption decision, they noted that “we
liked what the volunteers at the
fair said, we thought it was an interesting breed, we liked what the
greyhounds looked like, and we
had been wanting a larger dog.”
Indeed, Carolyn and Larry liked
what they saw. Lacey was the
first of seven greys they have
adopted since 1991. Following
Lacey have been five females –
Barbie, Jade, Katie, Stormy and
Suzie – and one male, JJ. JJ, a
red brindle, is their sole surviving
greyhound and has been a part of
their family for six years.

Anyone who has participated in
a BGA function or event since
the Pillards became involved in
the organization has likely seen
Carolyn, Larry or both members
of the couple in action. Since
1995, they have served on various committees and as members
of the BGA Board of Directors.
Their commitment has included
fostering dogs; working on fund
raisers, bubble baths and picnics; participating in booths, dog
washes, parades and home visits,
and helping to find lost dogs.
Carolyn is currently fund-raising
chair for BGA.
In their own words, “we have
done everything at BGA that it
takes to help, save, foster and
place greyhounds. We love the
breed so much that we want to
make sure everyone knows what
a great pet they are. We have fostered hundreds of dogs, and we
can’t keep them all – because we
want other families to experience
this great breed.”
“Because of BGA and our greyhounds, we have met wonderful
people, made many great friends,
and have seen many new places
and things that, because of the
dogs, we have been introduced
to.”
The Pillards are residents of
Cheektowaga. Carolyn has been
a server at Denny’s Restaurant
and Larry has worked as an
assembler at American Precision
for the past 31 years. The couple
married in 1986.
Thank you, Carolyn and Larry,
for all you do for BGA!
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Next BGA Bubble Bath is June 30
Buffalo Greyhound Adoption’s next Bubble Bath is set for Sunday, June 30 from 9:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. at Camp Bow Wow, 31 North American Drive, West Seneca, 14224. Cost is
just $15 for a full “spa treatment” including a brushing, bath, nail clipping, ear cleaning and
a bandanna.
For reservations, contact Sue Murzynski at (716) 655-0819 or suehappytails@aol.com.
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Update Your BGA Membership

If you’d like to become a voting member of Buffalo Greyhound Association or have not recently updated
your membership information, please notify BGA at your earliest convenience.To become a voting member,
apply online at www.buffalogreyhound.org or contact us at buffalogreyhoundinfo@gmail.com. Membership
enables you to vote in BGA elections, run for office, and attend our Annual Meeting.

Do You Have a “Greyt” Story to Tell?
Please submit stories or photos for possible use in an upcoming issue
of Off Track Pets to Diane Zwirecki at dianezwirecki@gmail.com.
We welcome your input!

Donate Cans & Bottles to BGA
Buffalo Greyhound Adoption needs your
empty beverage cans and bottles!
Please consider bringing them to upcoming BGA events.
Thank you for your ongoing support!

Monthly BGA
Meet & Greets
First Saturday:

McKinley Mall, Hamburg, 1 to 4 p.m.
Contact suehappytails@aol.com.

Fourth Saturday:

Walden Galleria Mall, Cheektowaga,
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Contact mrmski@msn.com.

