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From the President:

Enjoy the Dog Days of Summer!
It feels like we waited so long
for beautiful weather; why not
enjoy it with your greyhound as
much as possible? See page 2
for an article about dog-friendly
establishments in Western New
York. You will be pleasantly surprised how many there are; let’s
help support these businesses.
See page 6 for important information about keeping your pet
safe in the summer heat and page
7 about how to rid your pet of a
skunk’s spray.
Summer is a busy time for BGA
events. For example, we have
several farmers’ market dates on
our calendar, both in Clarence
and Kenmore. Some of you have
adopted dogs in the past year
who would be perfect greyhound
ambassadors. Please consider
contacting a board member about
attending any of our public appearances. We would love to see
you and your hound(s)!
Speaking of volunteering, you
may think it’s too early to talk
about the Erie County Fair, but as
busy as everyone’s summers usually are, it will be here before we
know it. This is by far our largest
annual Meet ‘N Greet event and
we rely heavily on many volunteers to fill four, three-hour shifts
a day, over a 10-day time frame.
The BGA booth has been in
the same location in the Bazaar

building for a very long time and
people look forward to coming
and petting our hounds.
Please be
sure to add
our annual
BGA picnic to
your calendar.
It’s on Sunday,
September
16, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the Boy
BGA President
Scout Shelter
Connie Caputo
in Como Park
(2220 Como
Park Boulevard, Lancaster).
Bring your leashed hound, a
dish to pass and some cash, for
BGA merchandise (shirts and
sweatshirts), Sue’s Happy Tails’
beautiful collars, and our basket
raffle.
Please keep up to date with
BGA via Facebook (Buffalo
Greyhound Adoption) and/or our
website (http://buffalogreyhound.
org) while enjoying the dog days
of summer.

- Connie Caputo

President
Buffalo Greyhound Adoption
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Next BGA Bubble Bath is
October 21

Buffalo Greyhound Adoption’s next Bubble Bath
is set for Sunday, October 21 from 9:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. at Camp Bow Wow, 31 North American
Drive, West Seneca, 14224. Cost is just $15 for
a full “spa treatment” including a brushing, bath,
nail clipping, ear cleaning and a bandanna.
For reservations, contact Sue Murzynski at
(716) 655-0819 or suehappytails@aol.com.
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Communications
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Dog-Friendly Patios Around WNY
by Mike Maciejewski, Communications Chair

We’ve come to that special time of year. Warm summer days and
comfortable evenings are upon us. Now say for example, you’re out
walking your fur friend or taking part in one of BGA’s dog walks. All
of a sudden, you have the need for a cool drink, an adult beverage, or a
bite to eat. You don’t have to take your pooch home and then run back
out to satisfy that craving. No, no, no, my friend. There are plenty of
establishments in our area that allow your companion to stay with you.
For the most part, if they have an outdoor dining area, your hound will
be welcome as well.
Chain restaurants like Mighty Taco, Panera Bread, Dairy Queen, Anderson’s and Tim Horton’s welcome dogs in their outdoor patio areas,
and they may even have a water bowl nearby for your friend to grab a
quick drink, as well. And it’s not just the chains that allow your buddy
to stay by your side. Places like Resurgence Brewing and Dinosaur
Bar-B-Q in Buffalo, 42 North Brewing in East Aurora, Molinaro’s and
New York Beer Project in Lockport, are some area establishments that
welcome tail-waggers at their outdoor eating/patio areas. For a list of
more than 60 dog-friendly locations, visit www.bringfido.com.
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Birthday Party Benefits BGA
by Eileen Stevic, Events Co-Chair

A few months ago, Molly
Raimondo began planning for
her upcoming birthday. She
wanted to do something special,
something a little different. She
knew she wanted to gather with
family and friends, but instead
of guests bringing gifts for her,
she decided she would ask them
to bring items
and donations
that would benefit
BGA!
“BGA does such
a wonderful job,
not only rescuing these hounds,
but fostering them and placing
them in their forever homes as
well,” she said.
Molly knows all about the
work that BGA does on behalf
of greyhounds, as she adopted
her hound Harper through BGA
in February 2016.
Molly went on to say, “I was
ready to bring a pet into my
family and was looking for a

larger dog breed, as my parents
have Great Danes. I stumbled
upon the BGA website when
looking at adoption agencies in
the area and am so glad I did.
The testaments on the web page,
and how thorough the application process was, really tipped
the scales. I knew I would be
getting a wonderful and loving
dog who was matched to me
instead of one I chose.”
Adopting her hound was quite
an adventure, Molly says.
Harper acclimated well to her
new home and quickly became
Molly’s best friend. Molly enjoys taking Harper to her parents’ home, where she can romp
and play with their two Great
Danes. Molly is grateful for
all of the support that her BGA
placement representative Mary
Schreiner provided throughout
the process.
“The idea really became about
how could I give back to an

Molly Raimondo (center, with her greyhound Harper) gathered for a party
to benefit BGA on May 19.

organization that gave me an
amazing opportunity to be
Harper's mom! And, honestly,
who doesn't want to celebrate
a milestone, or really any
birthday, with greyhounds and
cupcakes!”
So, Molly rented out the
Hamburg Community Center on
Prospect Avenue in the village
of Hamburg, on Saturday, May
19 and invited friends and family, providing pizza and other
refreshments, and delicious cupcakes made especially for the
occasion. Harper herself made
an appearance at the party, along
with BGA “ambassa-dogs”
Eddie, Shadow, and Hattie,
accompanied by their “humans’’
Rob and Eileen Stevic, Mary
Schreiner and Glory Kluck.
Guests got to interact with the
dogs (and perhaps provide a
treat or two) and get a feel for
this awesome breed.
In return, guests brought lots
of items to benefit BGA – including toys and treats that our
foster homes can provide to
dogs that have just come off the
track, gift cards that BGA can
use at Pet Supplies Plus and Pet
Smart for items that we need,
and generous cash donations.
On behalf of BGA, we would
like to thank Molly for organizing such a wonderful event
– humans and hounds had a
“greyt” time! We truly appreciate your generosity, as well as
the generosity of all your party
guests!
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Farewell
My Friend …

Jake (Pat CMove Up)
Bleckinger
Juice (Bottle Boogie) Gnau
Nolte (Braska Nolte)
Kmidowski
Gandy (Rico’s gandy)
Morehouse/McConnell
Richie (Richie Time Lang)
Neff
McKenna (Race Name?)
Schenk
Ginger Wood
Betsy (Flatout Betsy)
Zadzilka

BGA Members
Encouraged to
Volunteer at Events
Volunteers are always needed to
work at Buffalo Greyhound Adoption public appearances. Volunteers
also assist in many other ways, including transportation of dogs from
race track kennels.
Last but not least, BGA is in need
of more foster homes for dogs as
they transition from the track to
their forever homes. Fostering is a
great way to help BGA and become
familiar with these hounds, even if
you have one or are thinking about
adopting one. Contact any BGA
board member for more information. Thank you!

Meat Raffle is “Greyt” Volunteer Opportunity
Volunteers are needed for BGA’s Meat Raffle on Saturday, November 3.
This is BGA’s largest annual fund raiser and it takes many hands on deck
to make it a success.
Also needed are donations of gift cards and other items for raffle prizes.
If you would like to volunteer or make a donation to the Meat Raffle,
please contact Carolyn Pillard at (716) 681-7928 or Glory Kluck at (716)
462-3620. Thank you!
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Welcome to the Pack
Welcome to all these recent
BGA adoptees:
Argo (Bob’s Salty) Berquist
Ricky (Tricky Dickie) Cross
Scout (WWL’s OL Stout)
Bleckinger
Peaches (Peaches) Dixon

Joanne (JA’s Joanne) Gorcheck
Rocko (XT Eagles Rock) Lonobile
Yukon (Atascocia Ukon) Neff
Vortex (High Noon Vortex) Paolini
Sasha (WW Have Been) Whipple
Tigger Berquist

Joanne Gorcheck

Yukon (and Cruz) Neff

Vortex Paolini

Sasha Whipple

Hodgson Russ Dress-Down Day Succeeds Again
Hodgson Russ LLP regularly holds dress-down days to support area charities – and Buffalo Greyhound
Adoption has benefited on a number of occasions, thanks to BGA member Belinda Brzezinski, a Hodgson
Russ employee. On a recent Dress-Down Day, Hodgson Russ raised $1,333 to benefit BGA. Thank you to
Belinda and her colleagues!

Update Your BGA Membership
If you’d like to become a voting member of Buffalo Greyhound Association or have not recently updated
your membership information, please notify BGA at your earliest convenience.
To become a voting member, apply online at www.buffalogreyhound.org or contact us at buffalogreyhoundinfo@gmail.com. Membership enables you to vote in BGA elections, run for office, and attend our Annual
Meeting.
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Keep Your Pets Cool and Safe This Summer

The summer months can be uncomfortable—even dangerous—
for pets and people. It's difficult
enough simply to cope with rising temperatures, let alone thick
humidity, but things really get
tough in areas that are hit with
the double blow of intense heat
and storm-caused power outages,
sometimes with tragic results.
Help keep your pets safe and
cool this summer by practicing
basic summer safety.
Never leave your pets in a

parked car: Not even for a minute. Not even with the car running and the air conditioner on.
On a warm day, temperatures
inside a vehicle can rise rapidly to dangerous levels. On an
85-degree day, for example, the
temperature inside a car with the
windows opened slightly can
reach 102 degrees within 10 minutes. After 30 minutes, the temperature will reach 120 degrees.
Your pet may suffer irreversible
organ damage or even die.
Watch the humidity, as well. It's
important to remember that it's
not just the ambient temperature,

but also the humidity that can
affect your pet. Animals pant to
evaporate moisture from their
lungs, which takes heat away
from their bodies. If the humidity
is too high, they are unable to
cool themselves, and their temperature will skyrocket to dangerous levels—very quickly.

Provide ample shade and water:
Any time your pet is outside,
make sure they have protection
from heat and sun, and plenty of
fresh, cold water. In heat waves,
add ice to water when possible.
Tree shade and tarps are ideal
because they don't obstruct air
flow.

Taking a dog's temperature
will quickly tell you if there is a
serious problem. Dogs' temperatures should not be allowed to get
over 104 degrees. If your dog's
temperature does exceed
this limit, follow the instructions below for treating heat
stroke.

Cool your pet inside and out:
Always provide water, whether
your pets are inside or out with
you. Keep your pet from overheating indoors or out with a
cooling body wrap, vest, or mat
(such as the Keep Cool Mat).
Soak these products in cool
water, and they'll stay cool (but
usually dry) for up to three days.
If your dog doesn't find baths
stressful, see if they enjoy a cooling soak.

Limit exercise on hot days.
Take care when exercising
your pet. Adjust intensity
and duration of exercise in
accordance with the temperature. On very hot days,
limit exercise to early morning or evening hours, and be
especially careful when pets
have white-colored ears - because they are more susceptible
to skin cancer - and short-nosed
pets, who typically have difficulty breathing.
Asphalt gets very hot and can
burn your pet's paws, so walk
your dog on the grass if possible.
Always carry water with you to
keep your dog from dehydrating.
Don't rely on a fan: Pets respond
differently to heat than humans
do. (Dogs, for instance, sweat
primarily through their feet.)
And, fans don't cool pets as effectively as they do people.

Watch for these signs of heatstroke, which can be caused by
extreme temperatures:
- heavy panting
- glazed eyes
- rapid heartbeat
- difficulty breathing
- excessive thirst
- lethargy
- fever
- dizziness
- lack of coordination
- profuse salivation
- vomiting
- a deep red or purple tongue
- seizure
- unconsciousness
Animals are at particular risk for
heat stroke if they are very old,
very young, overweight, not conditioned to prolonged exercise, or
have heart or respiratory disease.
Some breeds
(cont’d on page 7)

Skunk-Be-Gone Formula

Keep Pets Safe

(continued from page 6)
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by Glory Kluck

of dogs—like boxers, pugs, shih
tzus, and other dogs and cats
with short muzzles, will have a
much harder time breathing in
extreme heat.
To treat a pet suffering from
heatstroke:
- Move them into the shade or
an air-conditioned area.
- Apply ice packs or cold towels
to their head, neck, and chest or
run cool (not cold) water over
them.
- Let them drink small amounts
of cool water or lick ice cubes.
- Take them directly to a veterinarian.
Prepare for power outages:
- Before a summer storm takes
out the power in your home,
create a disaster plan to keep
your pets safe from heat stroke
and other temperature-related
trouble.

Hopefully this is information
you will never have to use, but
if you do, it’s better than tomato
juice, which simply dampens the
odor a little. Store products are
not much better. Paul Krebaum,
a chemist, developed this recipe,
which should not be made in advance or it’s not effective. Also,
be sure to discard any of the
unused product, because it does
not store well.
Mix 1 quart 3% hydrogen peroxide (available at any grocery
store or drug store), ¼ cup bak-

ing soda and 1 teaspoon liquid
dish soap (Ivory, Dawn, etc). Immediately apply to your skunksprayed pet and rinse thoroughly
with tap water.
The results are astonishing,
according to my sister. Fortunately, I have
not had the
opportunity
to provide a
testimonial
and with any
luck, you
won’t either!

Did You Know?
Greyhounds are a breed of sight hounds, which means they rely more
on their vision than they do their sense of smell. Surprisingly, though,
greyhounds do not have great eyesight when it comes to seeing stationary
objects. This is because they were originally bred for hunting fast-moving
animals such as hares – and they would have to run at top speeds while
still being able to spot their moving, wild game.

More Upcoming BGA Events
Kenmore Farmer’s Market, 2919 Delaware Avenue, Kenmore
Sundays: July 15 & September 9 - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Clarence Farmer’s Market, 10717 Main Street, Clarence
Saturdays: July 21, August 4 & September 15 - 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Erie County Fair Meet & greet - Wednesday, August 8 through Sunday, August 19
Bazaar Building - 4 Daily Shifts: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. - 1 to 4 p.m. - 4 to 7 p.m. - 7 to 10 p.m.

Volunteers Needed!

Summer Picnic - Boy Scout Shelter, Como Park,
Lancaster
Sunday, September 16 - 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Hope to see you there!

8

Buffalo Greyhound
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Do You Have a “Greyt” Story to Tell?
Please submit stories or photos for possible use in an upcoming issue
of Off Track Pets to Diane Zwirecki at dianezwirecki@gmail.com.
We welcome your input!
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Monthly BGA
Meet & Greets
First Saturday:

McKinley Mall, Hamburg, 1 to 4 p.m.
Contact suehappytails@aol.com.

Second Saturday:

Donate Cans & Bottles to BGA
Buffalo Greyhound Adoption needs your
empty beverage cans and bottles!
Please consider bringing them to upcoming BGA events.
Thank you for your ongoing support!

Pet Supplies Plus, Niagara Falls Blvd.
@ East Robinson Rd., Amherst
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Contact tarashorty@yahoo.com.

Fourth Saturday:

Walden Galleria Mall, Cheektowaga,
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Contact mrmski@msn.com.

