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From the President:

On Pace for a Successful Year
Welcome, 2017!

Established 1991

News from Buffalo Greyhound Adoption

Off Track Pets

I’m not sure how 2016 passed
by so quickly, but 2017 seems to
be on pace to do the same.
I’m honored to have been
elected President of BGA in
November
and look
forward
to working with a
wonderful
group of
dedicated
people.
These
individuals
BGA President
are
passionate
Connie Caputo
about every
aspect involved in finding forever homes for this special breed
- from scheduling events and
making sure there are enough
people to represent BGA so we
can receive new applications,
fundraising to cover expenses, scheduling and completing
home visits with potential new
adopters, finding foster homes,
fostering the newly-retired dogs,
transporting the dogs from the
track to WNY, helping wash
dogs, clean ears, and trim nails
when they arrive from the track,
etc. Thank you everyone, who
has helped and continues to help
our organization be successful.

You can imagine we are always
looking for volunteers. Some of
you completed and returned the
BGA Volunteer Form, which was
in the last newsletter. We really
appreciate you doing this! In case
you missed it or are a new adopter, the form is on page 7 - or,
please call or email us with how
you’d like to assist. There are
so many ways to help , and your
role can be as small or as large as
you’d like.
One area in which we are severely lacking is foster homes. I
know it’s been mentioned several times in recent newsletters;
however, the need is real. If you
waited a long time for your companion, there is a strong possibility this is why. We can only bring
in the number of dogs for which
we have foster homes, so please
strongly consider helping BGA
by fostering.
Last year, we placed 29 dogs,
which is a little less than normal.
It’s important to understand, it
can cost our group as much as
$450 to get a dog ready for their
forever home, which is why we
are always looking for ways to
fundraise to cover the difference
between the group’s total outlay
and the adoption donation of
$275. If you have suggestions
about addi(cont’d on p. 2)
tional ways
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President’s Message (continued from page 1)
BGA can fundraise, please let us know.
See the article on page 4 about Amazon Smile and how you can
select BGA as a charitable organization to receive donations based on
your purchases. Please ask family and friends to do this, also. One of
my coworkers buys everything on Amazon. She had never heard of
this option, and was glad to help out by adding BGA as the recipient
and smile.amazon.com as a favorite.
Stay warm!

- Connie Caputo

Important: Dog Food Recall Announced
Evanger's Dog and Cat Food Company of Wheeling, Illinois, has
announced it is voluntarily recalling specific lots of its pet food, due
to its potential to be contaminated with phenobarbital (commonly
used for euthanasia). This food is sold locally at such major pet stores
as Petco, Pet Smart and Pet Supply Plus.
To learn which products are affected, please visit http://www.dogfoodadvisor.com/dog-food-recall/evangers-dog-food-recall-february-2017/

Consider a Memorial Gift to BGA
Buffalo Greyhound Adoption, Inc., gratefully receives donations
that are memorial gifts for a friend or loved one.
As a non-profit organization, we depend on fund-raisers and donations of all kinds to support our work to find forever homes for
the hounds we bring in. Memorial gifts are bittersweet because of
the reason we are receiving that donation, but they can make a huge
difference in the function of BGA. Thank you for remembering your
friend or loved one with a memorial gift to BGA.

Update Your BGA Membership
If you’d like to become a voting member of Buffalo Greyhound
Adoption or have not recently updated your membership information,
please notify BGA at your earliest convenience.
To become a voting member, apply on line at the BGA web site or
contact us at buffalogreyhoundinfo@gmail.com. Membership enables
you to vote in BGA elections, run for office, and attend our Annual
Meeting.
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Welcome to the Pack!
Welcome to these recent BGA adoptees:
Zeus (Pocono Bear) Azzarella
PJ (PJ’s Holditaminute) Brenon
Cash (RC Easy Cash) Brookings
Tyler (Kiss N Smile) Doxey
Hunter (CTW Bounty Hunter) Gott
Polo (Elusive Force) Maciejewski
Zoey (Boc’s Situndown) Nicosia
Nova (Boc’s Madame Sec) O’Keefe
Popi (Bob’s Kelsi) Peltier
Reggie (Flyin’ Turboboost) Stark

BGA Events Update
Successful Events &
Fundraisers
The BGA Meat Raffle was
held on October 15 and due to
conflicts with a busy weekend
of other events, it was not a
sellout. So, the date is being
moved back to the month of November for better results. This
is not only a fun event, but also
a profitable one for BGA. Our
next Meat Raffle is scheduled
for Saturday, November 11, so
please mark your calendar. You
definitely don’t want to miss it!
The Pet Photos with Santa
event, held on December 4 was
a success; a total of 40 dogs
came and hammed it up. Thank
you Mike Maciejewski for playing Santa, and Joseph Popiolkowski for taking the pictures.
On Monday, January 9, we had
a Fundraising Night at Texas
Roadhouse in Tonawanda. The
restaurant donated 15 percent
of the day’s total food purchases to BGA. This is a relatively
easy fundraiser and we will be
having more like this during the
year.

Thank you to those who supported our group by attending
the above-mentioned events as
well as those who volunteered
at them. If anyone has additional suggestions for other fundraisers, please, let us know. We
are open to new ideas to help
the hounds!
Future Events &
Fundraisers
A Bubble Bath is scheduled for
Sunday, February 26 at Camp
Bow Wow (31 North America
Drive, West Seneca) from 9:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Cost is just
$15 for a full “spa treatment”
including a brushing, bath, nail
clipping, ear cleaning and a
bandanna. Two additional dates,
in June and October, will be
added during the year.
BGA is working on a fundraiser at Panera’s. Details will
follow once they are finalized.
We also are also looking into
Tully’s Good Times, LongHorn
Steakhouse and Denny’s.
We are in need of a new location for the annual, summer
garage sale. Please let us know
if you are interested in hosting!

Why Adopt a
Greyhound?
From their gentle demeanor
to low maintenance lifestyle,
greyhounds make wonderful
pets in virtually any household.
Greyhounds are:
* Intelligent, affectionate, laid
back and exceedingly clean.
* Although classified as large
dogs, relatively unobtrusive to
live with. (The average weight
of a male greyhound is 65 to 80
bounds. Females average 50 to
65 pounds.)
* Often are not natural barkers. Some do develop barking
habits, especially if they live
with another dog who tends to
bark.
* Generally do not shed much
or require extensive grooming,
due to their short fur.
* Tend to have excellent leash
manners, due to training during
their racing careers. They do
have a genetic instinct to chase
and a love of running, so must
be kept on a leash or in a fenced
yard.
* Are excellent indoor dogs.
They are sensitive to heat and
cold, also due to their short fur,
as well as their thin skin and
very low body fat - less than
half that of other breeds.
Some greyhounds do very well
with cats and other pets, and
most are also very good with
children. Adoption agencies
like BGA test greyhounds in
foster homes under conditions
matched to their prospective
permanent homes, before placing them.
(Source: Greyhound Pets of America
– Wisconsin)
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Farewell
My Friend …

Brian (GS Brian) Chapman
Katie (Kickin’ Katie) Czapla
Maya (RB Christmaslady)Estee
Bandit (Rogue Pluto) Giglia
Daisy (Gateway Tonya) Gott
Bobo (RJ’s Bobo) Haslinger
Archie (Okie Karch) Klimecko
Rory (That’s a Story) Hamerski
Rummy (Rumble Down) Jones
Blaze (Gable Go Blaze) Miller
Colgate (Willie is Alive) O’Camb
Booker (CTW Prince Focus)
O’Keefe
Susie (CJ Susy Q) Pillard

Joey (Joey Born Bad) Pirson
Eagle (SJ’s Eagle Man) Ross
Tango (Starz Pistol)
Stevenson

Foster Homes Needed
As greyhounds continue to arrive in Western New York, foster
homes are needed as they await
permanent placement.
Can you help? Fostering is a
“greyt” experience and a key
step in ensuring the best possible
homes for our new pets.
To learn more or get involved
in fostering, please contact Sue
Murzynski, 716-655-0819 or
suehappytails@aol.com.

Shop Amazon to Benefit BGA
Did you know that BGA can
receive a donation every time
you shop with Amazon?
AmazonSmile is a simple and
automatic way for you to support
BGA every time you shop, at no
cost to you. When you shop at
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find
the exact same low prices, vast
selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com,
with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the
purchase price to our group.
How do I shop at Amazon
Smile?
To shop at AmazonSmile,
simply go to smile.amazon.com
from the web browser on your
computer or mobile device. You
may also want to add a bookmark
to smile.amazon.com (instead of
Amazon.com) to make it even
easier to return and start your
shopping at AmazonSmile.
Which products on Amazon
Smile are eligible for charitable
donations?
Tens of millions of products on
AmazonSmile are eligible for
donations. You will see eligible
products marked “Eligible for
AmazonSmile donation” on their
product detail pages. Recurring
Subscribe-and-Save purchases
and subscription renewals are not
currently eligible.

Can I use my existing Amazon.
com account on AmazonSmile?
Yes, you use the same account
on Amazon.com and Amazon
Smile. Your shopping cart, Wish
List, wedding or baby registry,
and other account settings are
also the same.
How do I select a charitable
organization to support when
shopping on AmazonSmile?
On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you
need to select Buffalo Greyhound
Adoption for our group to receive donations from eligible
purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember
your selection, and then every
eligible purchase you make at
smile.amazon.com will result in a
donation.
How much of my purchase
does Amazon donate?
The AmazonSmile Foundation
will donate 0.5 percent of the
purchase price from your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases. The
purchase price is the amount paid
for the item minus any rebates
and excluding shipping and handling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes,
or service charges. From time to
time, AmazonSmile may offer
special, limited-time promotions
which increase the donation
amount on one or more products
or services, or provide for additional donations to charitable
organizations. Special terms and
restrictions may apply. Please
see the relevant promotion for
complete details.

Setting My Beautiful Derrick’s Spirit Free
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by Cindy Naughton

Derrick was diagnosed with
lymphoma in January of 2016. It
was eight weeks from diagnosis
to death.
When it became clear that
Derrick’s quality of life was less
than ideal, I called in a service

called Buffalo Niagara: The
Lap of Love. It is a network of
veterinarians around the country
whose goal is to empower every
owner to care for their pets. In
addition to other services, they
specialize in end-of-life services
for your fur family members. Dr.
Schultz was the vet who came to
our house to help Derrick cross
the Rainbow Bridge.
Observing the process that Dr.
Schultz followed was an astounding revelation for me. The
first thing Dr. Schultz did was

acknowledged and validated that
I was making the right decision
at that precise moment. He then
sat with Derrick, and allowed
each of my other fur babies to
approach Derrick, if they desired,
and honor him in the way they
needed. It was evident that my
other fur children knew that
Derrick, the fur patriarch of
the house, was moving to a
different level of peace.
Two of my cats came and
sniffed Derrick for their
final goodbye. Myrtle, his
greyhound sister, stood
between Dr. Schultz and her
brother for a full 10 minutes. Dr. Schultz waited patiently
until she was ready to move on.
When she did, she stood close by,
as her brother’s keeper. Shawn,
Derrick’s actual litter-mate,
stayed sleeping soundly in the
neighboring bed through the
entire process.’
Only after my brood had honored Derrick in their own special
way did Dr. Schultz proceed with
laying my beautiful boy to rest.
As hard as this was to witness,
it was very comforting to see
Derrick’s body relax. I knew then

Lost Greyhound Pager:
888-615-7340
Please take a moment to save the Buffalo Greyhound Adoption Lost Dog Pager number
on your phone. Enter your phone number followed by the # sign. BGA will immediately
dispatch a search team to help you out. Volunteers are needed to be a part of this group.
Please send your cell phone number (for texting purposes) and/or email address to
beabgavolunteer@gmail.com if you can help.

that he would feel no more pain.
Once the time of death was
recorded, Dr. Schultz and I lifted
Derrick to a gurney, where he
was wrapped in a beautiful blanket and strapped onto a gurney.
Together, we served as pallbearers and brought Derrick to his
final resting spot.
When I went back into the
house, I felt grief and a profound
sadness I had never before experienced, but I also was filled with
pride and honor, and felt whole
and complete. I had never had
the opportunity to be a pallbearer
for anyone, human or otherwise.
This small gesture felt like one
of the best ways I could have
provided to honor Derrick – that,
and providing the opportunity
for him to stay in his own house
and in his own bed. Those few
moments of my life became so
profound and generated such
amazing feelings of pride and joy
and sorrow – all because Derrick
chose to share his life and passing with me.
If you must make the difficult
decision to say goodbye to your
fur babies, consider engaging
with The Lap of Love. While
saying goodbye is never easy, it
can be a thoughtful process that
includes all in your household –
with or without fur.
With love and gratitude to my
beautiful Derrick …
Contact Dr. Steven Schultz at The
Lap of Love at www.lapoflove.
com/Locations-New-York-Buffalo-Niagara or (716) 320-0187.

BGA Celebrates its Silver Anniversary

6

Thank You!
A greyt big thanks to Christina
Murawski and her employer,
Independent Health!
After adopting her greyhound,
Christina entered BGA into Independent Health’s Dress Down for
Charity event in October 2016
– and $1,343.32 was raised to
benefit our organization.

In 2016, Buffalo Greyhound Adoption celebrated its 25th anniversary
with cocktails, dinner and musical entertainment – on September 17 at
Banchetti by Rizzo’s, Amherst.
Thanks to all who continue to make BGA greyt! Here’s to the next
25 years!

The Greyhound Name
The name “greyhound” doesn’t
come from the breed’s color,
although some greyhounds are
gray. It more likely comes from
the Latin “gracillis” meaning
“slim” or “slender” or perhaps
the Latin “gradus” in reference to
its foremost place in dogdom.
It may also come from “graius”
meaning “Greek.”However, most
people today insist it’s simply
short for great hound!

Do You Have a “Greyt”
Story to Tell?
Please submit stories or photos
for possible use in an upcoming
issue of Off Track Pets to Diane
Zwirecki at dianezwirecki@
gmail.com.
We welcome your input!

BGA Meet & Greets
First Saturday of the month:
McKinley Mall, Hamburg, 1 to 4 p.m.
Contact suehappytails@aol.com.
Second Saturday of the month:
Pet Supplies Plus, Niagara Falls Blvd. @ East Robinson Rd., Amherst
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. - Contact tarashorty@yahoo.com.
Fourth Saturday of the month:
Walden Galleria Mall, Cheektowaga, 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Contact mrmski@msn.com.
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So Many Ways to Support BGA ...
If you’d like to get involved in
supporting Buffalo Greyhound
Adoption, get to know fellow
hound lovers and make some
“greyt” new friends – your time,
talent and skills are needed to
help keep BGA strong.
The BGA lottery and other
fund-raising activities help keep
adoption costs low and further
our mission of placing dogs in
their forever homes. Please consider volunteering for an event.
Among the efforts you can
become involved in are Meet &
Greets (see page 6) and lottery
ticket sales. The cost of each
lottery ticket is $5. Prizes are
$25 per weekday and $50 on

weekends. If you would like to
purchase or sell tickets, contact
Dave Heckmiller at theheckmillers@aol.com.

new dogs as they are transported
in from tracks across the country,
and bags of Purina One Lamb &
Rice food.

For just $1, you can purchase
mouth-watering Niagara Candy
bars in a variety of flavors including milk and dark chocolate,
mint, peanut butter, almond and
more. BGA receives 100 percent
of the proceeds.

If you are
interested
in helping
with transporting
greys from
tracks to
Buffalo,
contact Sue
Murzynski at 716-655-0819 or
suehappytails@aol.com.

For more information on
buying and/or selling Niagara
Candy, contact Laurie Graziano at grazialm@buffalostate.edu
or 716-636-0971.
BGA also accepts donations of
greyhound muzzles for use with

... and, see page 4 for details on
shopping Amazon Smile to support BGA!

