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From the President:

Keep in Touch with BGA!
BGA has been working hard to
make information about events
and fundraisers more accessible.
If you haven’t already, please
be sure to like Buffalo Greyhound Adoption on Facebook.
We even keep you up to date on
lost-dog situations. Also, please
visit our website at www.buffalogreyhound.org and save it as a
favorite. If you click the Events
tab, you will see our monthly
calendar. For more detailed information about a specific function,
click the event and it will open to
show the time, place and contact
email, and sometimes a description and map. You even have the
option to copy the event to your
own calendar.
Orders for our annual flower
sale must be placed by Monday,
May 22 for pickup from Thursday, May 25 to Saturday, May 27
at 12 Lucy Lane, Cheektowaga.
(Clip the handy flyer on page 3.)
Did you see the article in our
last newsletter about Amazon
Smile and how it benefits BGA?
If you missed it, go to our website and click the Fundraising tab.
We also mentioned it on Facebook, so it would be greatly appreciated if you shared the article
to your wall so your family and
friends can help out BGA too!
Do you work with people who
enjoy chocolate? Consider taking

a box of 50 candy bars to work
for a per bar donation of $1. The
flavor choices are milk chocolate,
dark chocolate, mint,
peanut butter, caramel,
almond and
rice crispy.
You can even
custom order
your box by
contacting
Laurie GraziaBGA President
no. (See page 8.) Connie Caputo
We have a large
number of events scheduled.
Please be sure to read Eileen
Stevic’s article on page 5 for the
details of what, where and when.
If you helped out at BGA’s booth
at the Erie County Fair last summer, you’ll be receiving a phone
call about volunteering this year.
If you’ve never brought your
greyhound to the Fair and are
interested, please contact Eileen.
See page 4 for an article about
clicker training. It’s a great way
to bond with your dog as you
teach them new things. I’ve had
success and fun with this method.
They even sell kits to help beginners learn the process; search the
Internet for clicker-training kits.
Enjoy the warmer weather!

Connie Caputo
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Welcome to the Pack!
Welcome to these recent BGA adoptees:
Charlie (Santan Jalisco) Crane
Casey (WW’s No Rules) Giglia
Benny (Pocono Bear) Marek
Baroness (Baroness) Truesdale

Monthly BGA Meet & Greets
First Saturday:
McKinley Mall, Hamburg, 1 to 4 p.m.
Contact suehappytails@aol.com.
Second Saturday:
Pet Supplies Plus, Niagara Falls Blvd. @ East Robinson Rd., Amherst
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. - Contact tarashorty@yahoo.com.
Fourth Saturday:
Walden Galleria Mall, Cheektowaga, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Contact mrmski@msn.com.

Consider a Memorial Gift to BGA
Buffalo Greyhound Adoption, Inc., gratefully receives donations
that are memorial gifts for a friend or loved one.
As a non-profit organization, we depend on fund-raisers and donations of all kinds to support our work to find forever homes for
the hounds we bring in. Memorial gifts are bittersweet because of
the reason we are receiving that donation, but they can make a huge
difference in the function of BGA. Thank you for remembering your
friend or loved one with a memorial gift to BGA.

Update Your BGA Membership
If you’d like to become a voting member of Buffalo Greyhound
Adoption or have not recently updated your membership information,
please notify BGA at your earliest convenience.
To become a voting member, apply on line at the BGA web site or
contact us at buffalogreyhoundinfo@gmail.com. Membership enables
you to vote in BGA elections, run for office, and attend our Annual
Meeting.
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BUFFALO GREYHOUND ADOPTION, INC.

2017 SPRING FLOWER FUNDRAISER

SUPPORT BGA BY HELPING US HELP THE HOUNDS!
Pick from a large selection of colorful spring flowers from a local grower.
These are nursery-quality flowers!

10” HANGING FLOWER BASKETS
ALL VARIETIES - $15.00 / $18.00**
(No price increase from last year!)

FUSCHIA

-

Swingtime (white center/red outer petals)
Dark Eye (purple/lavender center/red outer petals)
Red (all red)

IVY GERANIUM

-

Red, Pink, Lavender

DRAGONWING BEGONIA

-

Red, Salmon Pink

MIXED BASKET**

-

Mixed plants** $18.00

MILLION BELLS

-

Mixed colors

NEW GUINEA IMPATIENS

-

Red, Orange, Pink, Salmon, Burgundy, Lavender

All orders and payment are due by Mon., May 22 – Checks payable to BGA
Pick-up is Thurs. & Fri., May 25 & 26 from 6–8 pm and Sat., May 27 from 9 am–Noon
at 12 Lucy Lane, Cheektowaga, NY
Please contact:

Christine at 684-4067; cgcotton@yahoo.com

*Pictures of the flowers give a general idea of what the final product will look like. Actual items may vary slightly.
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Having Fun with Clicker Training
Lost Greyhound
Pager:

888-615-7340
Please take a moment to save
the Buffalo Greyhound Adoption Lost Dog Pager number
on your phone.
Enter your phone number
followed by the # sign. BGA
will immediately dispatch a
search team to help you out.
Volunteers are needed to be
a part of this group. Please
send your cell phone number
(for texting purposes) and/or
email address to
beabgavolunteer@gmail.com
if you can help.

Foster Homes
Needed
As greyhounds continue to
arrive in Western New York,
foster homes are needed as
they await permanent placement.
Can you help? Fostering is
a “greyt” experience and a
key step in ensuring the best
possible homes for our new
pets.
To learn more or get involved
in fostering, please contact
Sue Murzynski, 716-6550819 or suehappytails@aol.
com.

What is clicker training?
The formal definition: It’s an
animal training method based on
behavioral psychology which relies
on marking desirable behavior and
rewarding it. The informal definition: a terrific, science-based way
to communicate with your pet.
It's easier to learn than standard
command-based training. You can
clicker train any kind of animal, of
any age.
Desirable behavior is noted by
using a "clicker," (inexpensive
mechanical device) which makes a
short, distinct "click" sound. This
tells your pet exactly when they're
doing the right thing. This clear
form of communication, combined
with positive reinforcement (food),
is a very effective way to teach any
animal any behavior it’s capable of
doing.
Why is a clicker used?
The essential difference between
clicker training and other reward-based training is that the
animal is told exactly which behavior earned it a reward. This information is communicated with a
distinct and unique sound - a click
- which occurs at the same time as
the desired behavior. The reward
(food) follows.
Without hearing a click during an
action, your pet may not connect
the reward with the action. Or,
they may associate the reward with
another, unwanted action. With the
click, a
trainer can
precisely
"mark"
behavior

so they know exactly what it was
doing. This is why clicker trainers
call the click an "event marker."
The click also bridges, or connects,
the behavior and its reward, so is
also called a "bridging signal."
How does clicker training work?
You click the moment the behavior occurs; for instance, the dog
sits, and you click simultaneously.
Clicking is like taking a picture of
the behavior the trainer wishes to
reinforce. After "taking the picture," you give the pet a small piece
of food.
What do I need to get started?
A kit is the easiest way. Clicker
training kits are available online
and include everything required
(clicker, instructions on how to
use the clicker itself, click-a-trick
cards, dog treats, and a training
book).
Some Helpful Tips:
1. If you have more than one pet,
work with one at a time (by themselves in another room with no
distractions).
2. Push and release the springy
end of the clicker, making a twotoned click. Then treat. Do this a
handful of times over several short
sessions so they understand that
click = treat. (Never click unless
you will provide a treat.)
3. Click during the desired behavior, not after it’s completed. The
timing of the click is critical. Don’t
worry if your pet stops the behavior
when it hears the click. The click
ends the behavior. Give the treat
after.
4. Click when

(cont’d on page 6)

Spring Has Sprung for BGA!
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By Eileen & Rob Stevic, BGA Events Co-Chairs

Now that spring is here, the
BGA calendar is starting to fill
with lots of “greyt” events to
help get the word out about greyhound adoption! In addition to
our monthly Meet & Greets (see
page 2), there are many other
events planned where our hounds
will be the stars! Feel free to
stop by at any of these events to
say hi, or even better, bring your
leashed BGA retired racer – and
help spread the word about our
awesome hounds!

Bisons’ game at Coca Cola Field,
Buffalo. Meet at the tent behind
center field.

Buffalo Waterfront. Meet at the
Buffalo Naval & Military Park
near Liberty Hound.

• Monday, May 22 – Fundraiser at Tully’s Restaurant,
1449 French Road, Depew – 10
percent of your food bill will be
donated to BGA. You must present a pre-printed coupon. This is
applicable all day

• Saturday, July 29, 8 a.m.
to 1 p.m. - Clarence Farmers’
Market - 10717 Main Street,
Clarence
• Monday, August 28, 6 p.m.
- Dog Days at the Bisons – Dog
Parade at the ballpark prior to
the Bisons’ game, at Coca Cola
Field, Buffalo, Meet at the tent
behind center field.
• Sunday, September 17, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. - BGA Summer
Picnic - Boy-Scout Shelter,
Como Park, Lancaster.

• Friday, June 2, 6:30 to 9 p.m.
- Spring Wellness Event, Maple
West Elementary School - 851
Maple Road, Williamsville.

• Saturday, May 6, 12 noon Dog Days at the Bisons – Dog
parade at the ballpark prior to the

• Sunday, June 11, 11 a.m.
- Dog Walk, Canalside @ the

Buffalo Greyhound Adoption
PO Box 1096, Cheektowaga, NY 14225
716-873-1165
NEW WEBSITE: www.buffalogreyhound.org
Buffalo Greyhound Adoption

@BfloGreyhound

Monthly Meet & Greets:
1st Saturday
McKinley Mall
1 pm – 4pm
nd
2 Saturday
Pet Supplies Plus
11 am – 1 pm
Niagara Falls Blvd., N. Tonawanda
4th Saturday
Galleria Mall
10:30 am – 2:30 pm

Join us for more Greyt upcoming events in 2017:
Through
Sun. May 21

BGA Annual Flower
Basket Sale

Tues., April
25

Wellness Fair at Fallon
Health Weinberg

Sun., April
30

Dog Walk – Elmwood Ave.

Sat., May 6
Fri., June 2
Sun., June 11

Dog Days - Dog Parade at
the Ballpark
Spring Wellness Event –
Maple West Elementary
School
Dog Walk – Canalside Buffalo Waterfront

Sat., July 29

Clarence Farmers Market

Wed., Aug 9
– Sun., Aug.
20

Erie County Fair

Mon., Aug.
28

Dog Days - Dog parade at
the Ballpark

Sun., Sept. 17

BGA Summer Picnic

Sat., Sept. 30

Clarence Farmers Market

Sat., Nov. 11

Annual BGA
Meat Raffle

Send an email to
cgcotton@yahoo.com to
request a price list
PACE Center, 461 John
James Audubon Pkwy.,
Amherst
Meet at corner of
Elmwood & Bidwell,
Buffalo
Coca Cola Field,
Downtown Buffalo
851 Maple Road,
Williamsville

Pick up at
Carolyn
Pillard’s
5/26 – 5/28
4:30 pm –
6:30 pm
11:00 am
12:00 noon
6:30 pm –
9:00 pm

Meet at Buffalo Naval &
Military Park, near Liberty 11:00 am
Hound
10717 Main St.,Clarence
8 am – 1 pm
9:30 am – 2
Meet & Greet – three
pm
daily shifts – Bazaar
2 pm – 6 pm
Building
6 pm – 10 pm
6:00 pm
Coca Cola Field,
(prior to
Downtown Buffalo
Bisons game)
Boy Scout Shelter,
Como Park, Lancaster
10717 Main St.
Clarence
Leonard Post #6251
2450 Walden Ave.
Cheektowaga

10 am – 2 pm
8 am – 1 pm
Doors open at
6 pm, Raffle
at 7 pm

More events to be announced – be sure to check our Events Calendar on the BGA website
(www.buffalogreyhound.org)

• Saturday, September 30, 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. - Clarence Farmers’ Market - 10717 Main Street,
Clarence
Stay tuned for information
on how to sign up for shifts at
the 2017 Erie County Fair in
Hamburg – Wednesday, August
9 through Sunday, August 20 –
three shifts daily at our table in
the Bazaar Building – providing
exposure for BGA to thousands
of Western New Yorkers at Buffalo’s biggest summer event!
Also, mark your calendar for
our Annual BGA Meat Raffle on
Saturday, November 11 at VFW
Leonard Post #6251, Walden
Avenue, Cheektowaga. (Hounds
will not be at this event but you
will have loads of fun, lots of
chances to fill your freezer, and
contribute to a great cause!!)
If you have any ideas for events
which would provide good exposure for BGA, please send us
an email at rstevic@verizon.net.
We are always looking for new
ways to find potential adopters of
retired racers!
Clip and save this handy BGA
event flyer!
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Life of a
Greyhound
Puppy

Most greyhound pups begin
life inside a nursery room with
their dam and littermates. The
average litter size is about seven
After weaning, the litter moves to
larger quarters, usually a long run
with access to an indoor enclosure.
Early lure training starts as a
game, with the pups falling over
each other to catch a dragged toy.
As they get keener for the game,
they begin to chase and jump in
their efforts to snatch the prize.
Some greyhound litters will be
sent to a rearing facility at four
months of age. By this age, the
dogs should have received abundant handling and can usually
walk on a leash. The pups are put
in small groups in a larger paddock so they can run and cavort
with their littermates, building
strength and coordination. They
may also be allowed access to
a large field for unlimited running.
At 10 to 12 months of age,
a greyhound may once again
change homes to live at a training facility. Here, his formal
education starts, beginning with
a change of living in a small kennel or a cage.
Source: Greyhounds A Complete Pet
Owner’s Manual by D Caroline Coile

Having Fun with Clicker Training
(continued from page 4)

your pet does something you like.
Begin with something easy they
are likely to do on their own. (Sit,
down, etc).
5. Click once (in/out). If you want
to express special enthusiasm, increase the number of treats, not the
number of clicks.
6. Keep practice sessions short.
A lot can be learned in sessions of
five minutes each.
7. Click for voluntary/accidental
movements toward your goal. You
may coax or lure your pet into a
movement or position, but don’t
push, pull or hold it. Let them
discover how to do the behavior on
their own.
8. Fix bad behavior by clicking
good behavior. (Click for paws on
the ground, not on visitors; instead
of scolding for making noise, click
for silence; cure leash-pulling by
clicking and treating those moments when the leash happens to
go slack, etc.).
9. Don’t wait for the “whole picture” or the perfect behavior. Click
and treat for small movements in
the right direction. If you want your
pet to sit and it starts to crouch in
back, click.
10. Keep raising your goal. When
your pet is voluntarily lying down,
coming toward you or sitting
repeatedly – start asking for more.

Wait a few seconds until your pet
stays down a little longer, comes a
little further, or sits a little faster.
Then click. This is “shaping” the
behavior.
11. When your pet has learned
to do something for clicks, it will
begin showing you the behavior
spontaneously, trying to get you to
click. So, begin offering a cue, such
as a word or a hand signal. Start
clicking for that behavior if it happens during or after the cue. Start
ignoring the behavior when the cue
wasn’t given.
12. Don’t order your pet around;
clicker training is not command
based. If your pet does not respond
to a cue, it’s not disobeying; it just
hasn’t learned the cue completely.
Find more ways to cue it and click
for the desired behavior.
13. If you get angry/frustrated, put
the clicker away. Do not mix scolding, leash jerking and correction
training with clicker training. You
will lose your pet’s confidence in
the clicker and perhaps in you.
14. If you are not making progress
with a particular behavior, you are
probably clicking too late. Accurate
timing is important. Get someone
else to watch you and perhaps to
click for you, a few times.
Information from this article was
taken from the Beginner Articles
section on www.clickertraining.
com/com/get-started.

Do You Have a “Greyt” Story to Tell?
Please submit stories or photos for possible use in an upcoming issue
of Off Track Pets to Diane Zwirecki at dianezwirecki@gmail.com.
We welcome your input!
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So Many Ways to Support BGA ...
If you’d like to get involved in
supporting Buffalo Greyhound
Adoption, get to know fellow
hound lovers and make some
“greyt” new friends – your time,
talent and skills are needed to
help keep BGA strong.
The BGA lottery and other
fund-raising activities help keep
adoption costs low and further
our mission of placing dogs in
their forever homes. Please consider volunteering for an event.
Among the efforts you can
become involved in are Meet &
Greets (see page 2) and lottery
ticket sales. The cost of each
lottery ticket is $5. Prizes are

$25 per weekday and $50 on
weekends. If you would like to
purchase or sell tickets, contact
Dave Heckmiller at theheckmillers@aol.com.
For just $1, you can purchase
mouth-watering Niagara Candy
bars in a variety of flavors including milk and dark chocolate,
mint, peanut butter, almond and
more. BGA receives 100 percent
of the proceeds.
For more information on
buying and/or selling Niagara
Candy, contact Laurie Graziano at grazialm@buffalostate.edu
or 716-636-0971.
BGA also accepts donations of

greyhound muzzles for use with
new dogs
as they
are transported
in from
tracks
across the
country,
and bags
of Purina
Pro Plan
Savor.
If you are interested in helping
with transporting greys from
tracks to Buffalo, contact Sue
Murzynski at 716-655-0819 or
suehappytails@aol.com.

