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Off Track Pets

Well, that was fast, wasn’t it?
For a long time it seemed like
summer would never get here,
but then it did. It definitely made
its presence known because it
was one for the record books.
Now as we look back, it hardly seems like it was here at all.
Where did it all go? That’s the
trouble with
our area’s
summers.
They just
seem like they
never last very
long. Because
of our winters
and hit or
BGA President miss springs,
Mike Maciejewski
all the really
good outdoor events are staged
during the summer. It seems like
there is something exciting to do
every single weekend - and a lot
during the week. Everything just
gets crammed into the few nice
weather months we have and
it goes by in a blur. But what a
greyt time we had!
We were kept very busy
throughout the summer with our
regular Meet & Greets, our Expo,
picnic, parties, new events with
other groups, bubble baths, dog
runs to Wheeling, and our annual
booth at the Erie County Fair. It’s
tough to just catch one’s breath.

And there were events that we
had to turn down, simply because
we didn’t have enough people or
time to go.
Now, we move forward to the
next set of events. Look for
pictures and a write-up about our
25th Anniversary Dinner in the
next issue of Off Track Pets.
On Saturday, October 15, we are
having another BGA Meat Raffle. If you weren’t there for the
one last year, you really missed
a good time. We hoped for about
300 people and we had just over
that. We are going to limit the
number of admissions to around
300 again, so if you’d like to go
this year, get your reservations
in early. It’s a fast-paced, milea-minute, rockin’ time, one you
don’t want to miss. If you’ve
never been to a meat raffle, don’t
be shy! Come on out and you’ll
enjoy yourself. There are always
plenty of prizes.
In early December, be ready
for our annual Pet Photos with
Santa.
In the past few months, we’ve
had a number of lost dog calls.
Being a greyhound owner, I can
imagine that there is nothing
worse than getting the notification through
(cont’d on p. 2)
our lost dog
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(continued from page 1)

pager, that there is a lost dog.
A door not getting closed quick
enough, a fence gate being inadvertently left open or a slipped
collar can send panic chills
down one’s spine. Luckily, all
our cases so far have ended happily, thanks to vigilant neighbors, friends, other adoption
groups, and law enforcement.
We are going to be reviewing
our “lost dog protocol,” because
we have found some gaps in our
process. After completing the
review, what we will be looking
to do is to have groups of volunteers for each area of Western New York. For example,
we would try to have the area
broken down into a Northtowns
area, Southern Tier area, and so
forth. Each group would provide
search parties in their areas, to

look for the lost pup.
What we need are willing
volunteers to help us out. Just
imagine what it would be like
for you if your hound was the
one that got away ... Please
consider being one of those volunteers. Let us know whether or
not you’d like to help us out in
whatever way you can by using
the volunteer form on page 7 of
this newsletter. Like I said before, the success and strength of
BGA depends upon our willing
volunteers.
Until next time, hounds to
you!
- Mike
Mike Maciejewski
BGA President

Consider a Memorial Gift to BGA
Buffalo Greyhound Adoption, Inc., gratefully receives donations
that are memorial gifts for a friend or loved one.
As a non-profit organization, we depend on fund-raisers and donations of all kinds to support our work to find forever homes for
the hounds we bring in. Memorial gifts are bittersweet because of
the reason we are receiving that donation, but they can make a huge
difference in the function of BGA. Thank you for remembering your
friend or loved one with a memorial gift to BGA.

Update Your BGA Membership
If you’d like to become a voting member of Buffalo Greyhound
Adoption or have not recently updated your membership information,
please notify BGA at your earliest convenience.
To become a voting member, apply on line at the BGA web site or
contact us at buffalogreyhoundinfo@gmail.com. Membership enables
you to vote in BGA elections, run for office, and attend our Annual
Meeting.
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Welcome to these greyhounds,
who are recent BGA adoptees:
Jasper Baker
Abe Ballow
Tigger Buman
Norah Coller
Eagle Garcia
Blaze Miller
Cruz Neff
Snowbird Pagano
Luna Quartarone
Kelsi Rautenstrauch
Lola Zeck
Hester Zgoda

Snowbird (formerly Boc’s
Snowbird) found his forever
home in July with Jim, Dawn
and Ryan Pagano.
From left, Vanessa. Paul and Alexa
Neff with their newly-adopted greyhound Cruz. Cruz recently joined his
furry brother Richie at the Neff home.
Pictured at left are Chris and Lisa Buman with Tigger. Tigger also has a new
“brother,” the Buman’s son Alex.
Thank You!
A big BGA thank you to Ken
and Glory Kluck for once again
hosting our Garage Sale. More
than $2,000 was raised!
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Support Hounds
At Kennel & In
Foster Homes
The Wheeling, West Virginia
GPA kennel is where Buffalo
Greyhound Adoption gets most
of the recently retired racers that
many of you have adopted. We
often are asked by many, “What
else can I do for dogs who are
awaiting their forever homes?”
Here’s a list of items that Pam,
kennel manager in Wheeling,
could use for the kennel there.
Please consider making a donation for the dogs in Wheeling
who are under Pam’s care. You
can bring these items to any upcoming event or contact one of
the BGA board members. Their
contact information is listed on
Page 2.
•
es
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Martingale collars & leashDish-washing soap
Soft toys without squeakers
Vet wrap
5-quart stainless steel bowl
Bleach
Betadine solution
Iodine spray
Gauze
Treats
Canned dog food
Canned fish: tuna, mackerel
or salmon

If you wish to help our BGA
foster dogs here in Western New
York, please consider donating
a bag of dog food. Incoming
dogs are fed Purina One Smart
Blend Lamb and Rice. Or, you
could donate a gift card to Tops,
Wegmans, BJs, PetSmart, Pet
Supplies Plus or Petco.

Alternative Views
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Farewell
My Friend …

Lacey (Lady in Arms)
Monaco
Amy (Don’t Call Me Amy)
Nash

Foster Homes Needed
As greyhounds continue to arrive in Western New York, foster
homes are needed as they await
permanent placement.
Can you help? Fostering is a
“greyt” experience and a key
step in ensuring the best possible
homes for our new pets.
To learn more or get involved
in fostering, please contact Sue
Murzynski, 716-655-0819 or
suehappytails@aol.com.
Do You Have a “Greyt”
Story to Tell?
Please submit your stories or
photos for possible use in the
Winter 2017 issue of Off Track
Pets to Diane Zwirecki by Friday,
December 2. Contact Diane at
716-983-2978 or
dzwirecki@communicatesucceed.
com.

Animal Communicator, Charlotte Emerling
About 10 years ago, I took a
beginner animal communication
class, where I learned that everyone is born with the capability
to communicate with animals
telepathically. However, as we
mature, we shut this capability
off, therefore, by taking the class,
I was “reopening the door” to my
capability to communicate.

helped our four-legged companions who have lost their friend/
sibling/partner get more perspective on why they are no longer
with us. I have helped people
understand better why their furry
friend is doing the things they are
doing, how they feel about their
home, and the people they are
living with.

We communicate by using
images, feelings and words.
This isn't 100 percent accurate,
because I have to try to interpret
what they mean when they send
images and feelings, and let's
face it, I'm human and not perfect.

It's important to understand that
I am not trained medically, so I
cannot diagnose health issues.
I can try to ask the animal what
they are feeling or experiencing
or what they may want, but you
still need to see your vet if your
fur baby isn’t feeling well or has
a medical issue.

Animals are amazing beings
and I cherish every chance I get
to connect with them. I have
helped people who have lost their
beloved companion get peace of
mind that they are okay. I have

For more information on Pet
Communicator Charlotte Emerling, please call (716) 491-1735
or email charlotte.emerling@
live.com.

BGA Regular Meet & Greets
Clarence Hollow Farmer’s Market
Saturday, October 8 - 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
10717 Main Street, Clarence
First Saturday of the month:
McKinley Mall, Hamburg, 1 to 4 p.m.
Contact suehappytails@aol.com.
Second Saturday of the month:
Pet Supplies Plus, Niagara Falls Blvd. @ East Robinson Rd., Amherst
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. - Contact tarashorty@yahoo.com.
Fourth Saturday of the month:
Walden Galleria Mall, Cheektowaga, 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Contact mrmski@msn.com.

Pet Photos with Santa
Sunday, December 4 - 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Lancaster Volunteer Ambulance Corps - 40 Embry Place, Lancaster
$7 - No Appointment Necessary - All Leashed Pets Welcome!
For more information, contact Eileen & Rob Stevic at rstevic@verizon.net

A Busy Summer for BGA!
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by Eileen Stevic, Events Co-Chair

As we wind down the summer
months and start thinking about
autumn, we can look back to a
busy and eventful summer!
Many volunteers put in countless hours at various events, all
to help further the cause of BGA
and greyhound adoption! We
started off summer by convening at Buffalo’s Canalside for a
dog walk in mid June. Amongst
all the other goings-on there
that night, our hounds and their
humans strolled through the
various areas of this new magnet
of activity at Buffalo’s waterfront! Many people admired the
troop of dogs as they walked by,
and several stopped to ask about
the hounds and about greyhound
adoption. It was quite a striking
sight for anyone who happened
to be in the area, seeing the parade of greyhounds enjoying this
special area of the city!
After our bubble bath at Camp
Bow Wow in West Seneca,
fund-raising day at Panera’s in
Cheektowaga and two additional
fund-raisers at the end of June,
BGA hounds had special appearances at the Clarence Farmers
Market in July and the first annu-

al Bark Bash, held at the Knox
State Farm in East Aurora, in August. These were unique opportunities for participants to stop and
meet our dogs and ask questions
about greyhound adoption.
The beginning of August also
included our annual garage sale
at the home of Glory and Ken
Kluck in Cheektowaga. Our
group collected an entire garage full of all sorts of items for
sale, and after four days, almost
$2,000 was raised. A truly remarkable achievement!
And finally, just like many
Western New Yorkers, we wound
down the summer with another
“greyt” year at the Erie County
Fair! Once again, BGA hounds
and their humans put in many
hours at this year’s fair, acting
as ambassadors for greyhound
adoption! For more than 20
years, BGA has been spotlighting
our star hounds at the fair, giving
visitors the chance to interact
with the dogs, ask questions, and
learn all about the wonderful
experience of adopting greyhounds!
This year, more than 50 BGA

Lost Greyhound Pager:
888-615-7340
Please take a moment to save the Buffalo Greyhound Adoption Lost Dog Pager number
on your phone. Enter your phone number followed by the # sign. BGA will immediately
dispatch a search team to help you out. Volunteers are needed to be a part of this group.
Please send your cell phone number (for texting purposes) and/or email address to
beabgavolunteer@gmail.com if you can help.

members and their hounds volunteered a total of more than 150
hours at the fair, which ran from
August 10 through 21. Over the
years, participating in the fair
has resulted in many applications
for adoption, and continues to
raise awareness about the need
to place retired racers in forever
homes when their racing careers
are over. It is so rewarding to see
the reactions of visitors when
they see the dogs, and how much
people truly love interacting with
them!
And let’s not forget – all these
events were going on, in addition
to our monthly meet and greets
at McKinley Mall, Galleria Mall,
and Pet Supplies Plus in Amherst! A remarkable effort to keep
everything running smoothly!
We are thankful for all the volunteers who dedicated precious
summer hours to our events the
past few months. The time and
effort involved in helping us to
cover all of the summer events
is truly appreciated. But the fun
doesn’t stop there! We have
events going on all year round!
If you would like to volunteer –
even once – at any of our events,
please send me an email at rstevic@verizon.net or use the form
on page 7.
Looking forward to seeing you
at future BGA events!
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Four Dog Logo
Pendants Benefit
BGA

Hot Fun in the Summertime
For BGA Families!

Hila Cartwright from Shannon O'Reilly Designs recently
designed and created Buffalo
Greyhound Adoption’s Four Dog
Logo on a pendant to commemorate BGA's 25th Anniversary,
which is being celebrated this
year.
A portion of sales from this pendant will directly benefit BGA.
The piece features the Four
Hound logo design. It is fine
silver (.999), which is a slightly
higher silver content than sterling silver (.925). Hila formed
the pendant by hand from precious metal clay. It is marked
with the Shannon O'Reilly logo
and metal hallmark on the back.
She finished it with a sterling
silver bail.

Glory and Ken Kluck are
pictured at the BGA New
Adopter Party with their
former foster dog, Abe,
and Abe’s new
owner, Vi Ly. The party
was held in June.

Esther (center) and her daughter Christine
Quartarone and their newly-adopted greyhound, Luna, catch up with Connie Caputo
(left) and her dog, Kenya. Connie fostered Luna
before the Quartarones adopted her.

The pendant is just over 1" in
diameter and approximately 5/8"
wide, with a pendant drop length
of just over 1".
Please consider purchasing
this stunning piece of greyhound jewelry for yourself
and to support BGA. To do
so, go to https://www.etsy.
com/listing/279895664/
four-4-dog-hound-greyhound-logo-fine?ga_search_
query=4+dog+logo&ref=shop_
items_search_1

Buffalo Greyhound Adoption held its annual picnic Sunday, August 7 at
Como Park, Lancaster. The picnic was well attended and a great opportunity
for families and their furry friends to enjoy food, fun and a walk in the park!
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So Many Ways to Support BGA ...
If you’d like to get involved in
supporting Buffalo Greyhound
Adoption, get to know fellow
hound lovers and make some
“greyt” new friends – your time,
talent and skills are needed to
help keep BGA strong.
The BGA lottery and other
fund-raising activities help keep
adoption costs low and further
our mission of placing dogs in
their forever homes. Please consider volunteering for an event.
Among the efforts you can
become involved in are Meet &
Greets (see page 5) and lottery
ticket sales. The cost of each
lottery ticket is $5. Prizes are

$25 per weekday and $50 on
weekends. If you would like to
purchase or sell tickets, contact
Dave Heckmiller at theheckmillers@aol.com.
For just $1, you can purchase
mouth-watering Niagara Candy
bars in a variety of flavors including milk and dark chocolate,
mint, peanut butter, almond and
more. BGA receives 100 percent
of the proceeds.
For more information on
buying and/or selling Niagara
Candy, contact Laurie Graziano at grazialm@buffalostate.edu
or 716-636-0971.

BGA also accepts donations of
greyhound muzzles for use with
new dogs as they are transported in from tracks across the
country, and bags of Purina One
Lamb
& Rice
food.
If you
are interested
in helping with
transporting greys from tracks to Buffalo,
contact Sue Murzynski at 716655-0819 or suehappytails@aol.
com.

